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State Program General

 Number of operators
2012 year end total - 113
# of additions since 2011 - 1
# of deletions since 2011 - 1

Transmission Operators – 18
Distribution Operators – 57
Master Meter Operators – 37
Gathering - 1

 Number of inspectors
2012 year end total - 6
Change from year end 2011 - 0



Program Operational Overview

Description: The purpose of the Pipeline Safety 
Program is to provide for the safe and efficient 
operation of natural gas systems throughout 
the State of Mississippi for the ratepayers and 
the general public.  This is accomplished 
through comprehensive inspections by the 
Pipeline Safety staff to ensure compliance with 
the “Minimum Federal Safety Standards”.



Enforcement Statistics 2012

 # of probable violations & other enforceable 
issues found in 2012: 157

 # of above resolved in 2012: 149
 # of 2012 issues carried over: 8



Top 5 Enforcement Issues in 2012

 1 - Inadequate operator qualification
 2 - Lack of continuing education
 3 - O & M procedures not being reviewed and 

updated with changes as these occur.
 4 - Construction practices not protecting pipe, 

especially plastic pipe, during pull in on directional 
bore.  

 5 - Lack of appropriate data collection



2012 Pipeline Asset Statistics

 Intrastate Gas:
Transmission mileage – 1,102                      
Distribution mileage – 172,801                     
Number of services – 603,103



Incidents

 Total # of incidents during the year
2012 year end total - 0
2011 year end total - 1



Safety Issues

 Top safety issues in your State
– # 1 priority:  Enact damage prevention laws to provide 

for enforcement actions.
– # 1 action to address:  2013 Legislative effort failed 

but plans to more fully educate/inform our legislators 
have begun in preparation for the 2014 session.   

– # 2 priority:  Bring municipal gas operators into 
compliance with the minimum requirements of Part 
192. 

– # 2 action to address:  Cited operators as required and 
held hearings on specific non-compliance issues.



Major Construction Activity

 Construction Activity #1:
– Description:  City of Canton cast iron replacement 

project
Comments:  CMU cast iron replacement program 
is in Phase II (second year) of V. In spite of weather 
restraints, the replacement program has maintained 
schedule and will be moving to Phase III this 
summer. Miller Pipeline is the 3rd party contractor.  
Magnolia River provides an inspector on site and is 
providing documentation to the Operator. Operator's 
operator qualified personnel are installing new radio read 
meters and regulators at each new service.



Major Construction Activity    
(Continued)

 Construction Activity #2:
– Description:  Keesler Air Force Base complete 

system replacement begun January 2012.

– Comments:  Work has begun on 12” and 
smaller PE mains and services. 



Damage Prevention Update

 Will your state’s one call exemptions, if any, 
affect your state’s one call grant funding?

 We have not received notice that we are in 
danger of losing funding at this time.

 Changes to statutes
 Legislation was proposed during the 2013 

legislative session, but was not passed.  
Work is continuing.



Workload Issues

 Are there any external factors that are 
impacting your ability to accomplish your 
inspection work-plan? No



Special Permits Requested / 
Granted

 Special Permit:  No special permits were 
requested or granted in 2012.



Other State Program Concerns

 Delays in receiving One Call and State 
Damage Prevention Grant approval are 
making it difficult to plan activities and work 
with contractors

 Data entry into PHMSA databases is difficult
 Points are being deducted on evaluations for 

things not under direct control of the 
Commission



Compendium

 Compendium link:  http://napsr.org/
 State Page Last Revised: Sept. 2011 �TOC
 Mississippi
 State Agency: Mississippi Public Service Commission
 Division: Pipeline Safety Division
 Web:http://www.psc.state.ms.us/pipeline/pipeline.html
 Regulated Intrastate PipelineSystems 79 
 Regulated MasterMeter Operators 39
 RegulatedLNG Systems 0
 RegulatedLPG Operators 0
 RegulatedHazardous Liquid Systems 9
 Regulated GatheringLines 1

 Quantity of State Pipeline Safety Initiatives that exceed CFR 190 -199 6



Comments on your state’s 
Compendium page

 Accuracy of the 2011 data - No
 Needed updates - Yes
 Most significant areas (2 or 3) where your state exceeds Part 

192. 
 All construction projects > $8K must notify Commission in 

writing and at least 48 hours in advance prior to construction 
date 

 For Operators serving less than 20K customers and master 
meter operators: shall have either 121 hours of training or 136 
hours of training with specified minimum classroom 
requirements and continuing educational requirements 

 Are those areas important and have they been helpful in 
improving safety? - Yes



Compendium Comments 
Continued

 Are other areas being studied for additional 
state rulemaking? Transmission companies 
may be required to attend continuing 
education training.  

 Need for an accelerated CI (or other high risk 
pipelines) replacement programs in your 
state? CI replacement is strongly 
encouraged and monitored.  



Compendium Comments 
Continued (2)

 Besides civil penalties, what (if any) 
enforcement activities has your state 
formalized that are:  
– substantial and measureable - none
– formal commission action and/or well documented 

settlements – One municipal hearing docket is 
open 

– cost or penalty born by the shareholder not 
ratepayer- N/A



Data Collection and/or Program 
Metrics

 What data are you collecting that you find useful? 
Mileage, make-up of system materials, number of 
services, number of excavations and damages, 
unaccounted for gas

 What metrics are you using to measure your pipeline 
safety program? Year over year risk assessment 
model comparisons

 Show program metrics data



Gas Operator Risk Assessment

Operator Name:
Operator ID:
Investigator:
Date Compiled:
Annual Rpt Date:
Miles PL/Main:
# Services:

Select one score for each category that best represents the operator's performance and pipeline characteristics.

Score Operator Experience
5 <2 yr 0
3 2-5 yrs 0
2 >5 yrs < 10 yrs 0
1 >10 yrs 0

Score Type of System/Product Transported
4 NG LDC
5 NG Master Meter 0
3 Transmission Crude 0
2 NG Transmission 0

Score Total Pipeline Miles
4 Pipeline > 500 miles 0
3 Pipeline 100-500 miles 0
2 Pipeline 25-100 miles 0
1 Pipeline<25 miles 0



Gas Operator Risk Assessment 

Score Population Density
5 Identified HCA's - Transmission NG/Liquid 0
4 Pipeline in Class 3  or 4 Location 0
1 Pipeline largely in unpopulated areas Class 1 & 2 0

Score Pipeline Material  
5 Cast Iron 0
4 Unprotected Bare Steel 0
3 Coated/Protected Steel 0
1 PE    0

Score Average Age of System
5 > 50 yrs 0
3 10-50 yrs 0
1 <10 yrs 0

Score MAOP/MOP as % SMYS
5 MAOP/MOP > 40% 0
3 MAOP >20% but <39% 0
1 MAOP<20% 0



Gas Operator Risk Assessment

Score Accident/Incident/Leaks    (Check all that apply)
5 Corrosion 0
4 Incorrect Operations 0
4 Excavation/3rd party 0
3 Equipment 0
3 Materal, welds (includes couplings) 0
1 Natural Forces 0

Score Excavation Damages      beginning 2010     

# of Excavation Damages # Locate Tickets

Calculated >=1% of locate tickets to damages 

5 Damages due to locates 0
1 No damages in year 0

Score Leak History
5 Numerous leaks in last 5 years 0

LDC>10% of services; Trans >10% of miles
2 Few leaks in last 5 years 0

LDC<10% of services; Trans <10% of miles
1 No leaks in past 5 years 0



Gas Operator Risk Assessment

Score Corrosion Control
5 Bare or Inadequately Protected Pipe 0
3 Inadequate Protection in the past 0
1 Adequate protection verified by Monitoring 0

Score Lost/Unaccounted For Gas
5 >5% 0
3 3-4% 0
1 <2% 0

Score Management and Asset Stability
5 Major changes in management and/or pipeline assets 0

Criteria:  <2 yrs.
3 Stable management with modest changes in pipeline assets 0

Criteria:  <5 yrs.
1 Stable management and pipeline assets 0

Criteria:  >5 yrs.



Gas Operator Risk Assessment

Score
Compliance

5
Many and/or repeated safety-significant compliance issues 0

2
Limited safety-significant compliance issues 0

1
No safety-significant compliance issues 0

Score
Operator Responsiveness

5
Operator has been "resistive" to past identified problems 0

3
Operator has been "responsive" to past identified problems 0

1
Operator has been "proactive" in identifying problems 0

Total Score 0

Scoring  1=no significant risk factors; 5=significant risk factors                     [Rev: 4-19-13]



2012 Highlights

 Safety City
 The Pipeline Safety Division has partnered 

with the State Fire Academy to build a 
training facility to train utility operators and 
firefighters.  Construction has begun and we 
hope to hold classes before the end of 2013.  



Industry Regulations and Challenges

• Recent changes to regulations and reporting requirements 
have increased need to implement data centric approach 
towards compliance, asset, and risk management…

• Challenge
– Making sure companies gather relevant information to make 

informed decisions
– Making sure that all companies submit information in a 

standardized manner to the state
• so many reports come in but they do not contain similar information, 

data is either too little or not of much use



• Goal
– Develop a standardized solution to address data requirements for 

small municipal operators

Industry Regulations – Enhanced Data Collection



• Pilot Program
– Partnered with GasOps iQ (Hitesh Patadia)
– Use the GasOps iQ Data Model and Web‐based Enterprise Solution to 

standardize data collection by small operators
– 5 operators selected throughout State of Mississippi

• Status
– Final stages of testing and evaluation
– Anticipated completion during Summer 2013

Data Collection – Mississippi Data Collection Program



2013 Outlook

 Continue effort to pass Damage Prevention 
Enforcement legislation

 Continue construction of Safety City
 Annual updates of performance metrics to 

evaluate progress in Pipeline Safety


