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Current Issues

• Alternative Enforcement Actions
• Leak Cause Definitions
• Pipeline Safety User Fees
• APGA SOAR Recognition
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Alternative Enforcement

• APGA fully supports NAPSR in gaining 
acceptance of alternative enforcement

• All APGA members are owned by their 
customers, therefore customers will pay 
the full cost of all enforcement actions

• Penalties are better spent fixing the 
problem than going to the general fund

• Willful and ongoing violators deserve what 
they get
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Leak Cause Definitions

• APGA uses PHMSA’s Annual and Incident 
report data extensively

• Used in a benchmarking program
• Used to calculate the incident probability 

factor in SHRIMP’s risk model
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Probability of Failures 
Causing Incidents

• # of failures is # of leaks repaired from annual reports
• What’s going on with other outside force damage?
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Differing Definitions

• Example: Vehicle strikes a meter – driver 
killed

• Incident report instructions say to report 
this as an Other Outside Force Incident

• Annual report instructions say to report the 
leak repair cause as Excavation

• Skews Incidents/1000 failures up for Other 
Outside Force and down for Excavation
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APGA’s Comments

• Offered revised definitions for the annual 
report form based on current incident 
definitions, with a few exceptions

• Urged PHMSA to reconcile incident 
definitions whenever possible

• Long term need – A stakeholder data team 
to advise on data needs and review data 
trends
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Pipeline Safety User Fees

• Since 1986, PHMSA budget is paid for via 
fees on transmission mileage and LNG

• $23.99 per mile in 1986
• $231 per mile in 2012, a 500% real increase
• Pipelines want fee on distribution mileage or 

a FERC “tracker” that adjusts their rates
• APGA opposes – increases should be 

passed on to customers in pipeline rates
• Pipelines are reluctant because rate case 

would consider all costs, not just the fee
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APGA SOAR

• System Operational Achievement 
Recognition

• Recognizes systems that have achieved 
excellence in gas operations

• Four main areas
– Employee Safety
– System Integrity
– System Improvement
– Workforce Development
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APGA SOAR

• Systems will apply online, with selected 
follow-up for some documentation

• Applications reviewed by APGA Task Group
• Systems achieving > 80% score will receive 

recognition at one of three levels
– Emerald – 80-90% score
– Sapphire – 90-97% score
– Diamond -- > 97% score

• Other benefit: webcasts and document 
library
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